Outcome of neck dissection for node-positive melanoma.
To determine the rates of regional recurrence for node-positive melanoma after neck dissection alone. Retrospective review from a single tertiary care institution. Data were obtained for all patients receiving neck dissection from 1990 to 1997 at Sunnybrook and Women's Health Sciences Center. Analysis was performed using the Kaplan-Meier method. Thirty-one patients underwent neck dissection for node-positive melanoma in the study period. The rate of regional recurrence was 31% at 5 years. The mean time to recurrence was 78 months. Neck dissection alone may be appropriate for some patients, but those with more advanced neck disease are likely to benefit from adjuvant radiotherapy.